
  

 
 

Executive Director 
 
Hello again everybody: 

Like Rabbi Marko wrote to you all by 

email a month ago, Tifereth Israel is not 

a building, a sanctuary, a social hall, or an edifice. No 

disrespect to him, but Tifereth Israel is not even the  

Rabbi. Tifereth Israel is its people. Tifereth Israel is its 

programs. Tifereth Israel is the services we offer,  

religious, social, and otherwise. 

This adage was proved to be so true once again after 

our recent unfortunate fire hydrant flood incident, when 

Minyanaires and staff grabbed brooms and swept water 

out the front doors of the lobby. As fast as the muddy 

water was entering the lobby from the side door, these 

valiant people were brooming it out the front doors. 

These people jumped into action without hesitation. 

They were joined by early-arriving people from our  

clerical staff. And, what can we say about Jesus and  

Nubbia from our maintenance staff who each worked 

very hard double-digit hours that day? 

We had to set immediate priorities after the water flow 

was stopped. For priority #1, we strove to get the Hazel 

Isaak Bat Mitzvah (ten hours later and again the next 

morning) to come off without too much of a hitch. We 

strove to keep our Torah School in session 48 hours 

later. We strove to keep the Preschool as unaffected as 

possible 72 hours later, despite the temporary loss-of-

use of a couple of classrooms and the loss-of-use of the 

downstairs little tot's restrooms. We strove to do all of 

this, and for the most part, thank God, we succeeded. 

And I decided that putting Humpty Dumpty back togeth-

er again had to begin with the Preschool and the  

Silverman Preschool offices. 

Why did we succeed? We succeeded because what 

we’ve got at Tifereth Israel right now is a completely  

cohesive team, a really good team, made up of people, 

(members, lay leaders and staff). This team behaves the 

way a team is supposed to behave. Never have I been 

more proud of our TIS staff and of our TIS members 

than I am right now, and many of you know I’ve been 

around the block a time or two. 

Some synagogue events have had to be moved off-site 

or outdoors. Others had to be canceled altogether. We 

regret having to make these hard decisions, and we  

appreciate our people’s understanding, despite the  

obvious, expected, and sometimes very great disap-

pointments that ensued and were simply unavoidable. 

This article is being written at the beginning of February 

for a March 1st publication date, so, I don’t really know 

what Tifereth Israel looks like right now, as you’re all  

receiving and reading this issue of My Shofar. Rest  

assured that everyone here is on the same page - and 

that page is to come back better than ever. Things 

may look different when everything gets re-done,  

because this is 2023, not 2001 or 1978, and we’re  

rebuilding modernly.  

Finally, I can’t tell you how fortunate we are as an organ-

ization to have Mathew Marko as our Spiritual Leader, 

Lisa Berman Hernandez as our Fearless Leader, and 

Beth, Jen, Den, Michelle, Noa, Linda, Birdie, Leslie,  

Jesus & Nubbia (and all our teachers in both of our 

schools) as our loyal employees, who all pivoted on a 

dime and kept the Tifereth Israel ship afloat (after all, 

there was plenty of water :) and at full speed ahead. I am 

humbled to be on a team with all of these people. 

See you at shul. 

Jerry Hermes 

Executive Director 
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