
Biographies of the Nominees 
for the 2020-2021 Board of Directors 

 
  

David Ogul (President) 
A native of Los Angeles whose first job was selling programs at Dodger Stadium, 
David is a regular at the daily minyan and Saturday Shabbat services and has 
been active at Tifereth Israel Synagogue since becoming a member in 2004. He 
has been a professional writer since 1980, and his newspaper experience 
includes 11 years as an award-winning assistant metro editor at The San Diego 
Union-Tribune. David now operates Ogul Communications, a successful public 

relations and marketing firm focusing on higher education and with a clientele consisting primarily of 
colleges and universities throughout Southern California.  
 
David loves the Dodgers and Lakers (tolerates the Padres; despises the Giants), enjoys a nice glass of 
red wine, and is the guitarist in the Shir Chadash band. A graduate of San Diego State University, 
David has three absolutely amazing children, 22, 29, and 31, and lives with the love of his life and 
woman of his dreams, Sharon, in San Diego. 
 
 

Lawrence A. Casper (Administrative VP) 
Larry has served as a Director and has been on the Security and Religious Life 
Committees. Larry's son, Seth, is a student at Community Jewish High. He is an 
Assistant U.S. Attorney and, in addition to his commitment to TIS, Larry also 
participates in a fifth grade school teaching program and in court-related student 
mock trial and other programs. Larry was formerly a Jewish youth group advisor 
and is a graduate of Brandeis University. Larry's wife, Stacy, is a College English 
Professor at UCSD and daughter, Liana, is a student at NYU-Tisch pursuing 
dramatic/play writing. If you want to find Larry quickly, try the daily minyan (or the 

golf course). 
 
 

Phil Lorang (Finance and Development VP) 
Phil Lorang and his wife Ellen have been Tifereth Israel members for four years, 
since moving to San Diego from Raleigh, North Carolina. Phil grew up in San 
Diego. While a member of Conservative and Reconstructionist congregations in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, and Chapel Hill, North Carolina, Phil served terms as house 
committee chair, treasurer, and ritual committee chair. Phil is currently the Co-
President for the Men's Club. Phil and Ellen are Shabbat morning regulars, and 
Phil has recently also been attending the morning minyan. You may have heard 

Phil chant Haftarah on Shabbat or Yom Kippur afternoon. Having retired very recently from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, Phil is now settling into a pattern of volunteer and exercise 
activities, and he looks forward to joining the Board as part of his retirement framework. Phil and 
Ellen's two daughters, two sons, and two daughters-in-law live in too-distant states. 
 
 



Perry Arenson (Religious Life VP) 
A native San Diegan, Perry has been a member of Tifereth Israel for over 29 
years. Perry has previously served on the Tifereth Board of Directors in several 
capacities – Board member, Secretary, Ritual Vice President, and Executive Vice 
President. He has chaired the annual Carnival fundraiser twice and has co-
chaired last year’s Gala. Perry regularly attends morning minyan, Shabbat services 
and has been leading both High Holy Day Shachrit and Shabbat morning services 
for many years.  Perry is president of Arenson Office Furniture serving San Diego 
businesses, education facilities and government offices since 1975. Perry has two 

sons, Joshua and Michael, who both attended Silverman Preschool, Ratner Torah School and have 
celebrated their Bar Mitzvahs at Tifereth Israel. 
 

 
Dr. Debbie Mishek (Congregational Services VP) 
Debbie grew up in Los Angeles at Temple Beth Am. She earned a degree in 
biochemistry from Pomona College and then graduated from UCSD Medical 
School. Debbie has lived in San Diego since 1984. She is a developmental/ 
behavioral pediatrician and enjoys helping children successfully navigate school 
and life. Her husband Steve is an airline pilot. They are empty nesters but are 
lucky to have their children Sarah and Daniel living in the San Diego area.  

 
Debbie has been actively involved in the Jewish community most of her life. She sang in a Jewish 
choir for over 15 years, chants Torah and Haftarah and is a regular presence at religious services. 
Debbie and Steve love celebrating Shabbat and inviting people over to share in the experience - they 
are trying to spread Shabbat dinners throughout the congregation. She was honored to be the co-
chair of the Rabbinic Search Committee. Debbie was the VP of Religious Life for three years and in 
that capacity added a new musical service, Kol Tefillah. She enjoys working with Rabbi Dorsch on 
adding more music and spirituality to prayer and finding more ways to connect with God. 
 
Debbie looks forward to having the opportunity to continuing to serve on the Board with the ultimate 
goal of continuing to build community and connections. 
 
 

Dr. Eva Friedberg Isaak (Education and Youth VP) 
Eva joined the Tifereth Israel family in 2011 when her oldest daughter started 
attending Silverman Preschool. Originally from the San Fernando Valley, Eva grew 
up at Adat Ari El synagogue, was active in USY, attended Hebrew High School 
and Camp Ramah. She holds a BA from UC Berkeley, and both a MA and PhD 
from UC Irvine in Visual Studies. Currently, Eva works with her husband, Ari, as 
the Business Manager of their growing business Evari GIS Consulting. She is 

formerly Adjunct Faculty at Woodbury University School of Architecture and the University of San 
Diego where she taught courses in art and architecture history, urban studies and landscape. She has 
published and lectured on the history and politics of urban design and architecture, in particular on 
the American Jewish environmental designer, Lawrence Halprin. In her free time, she loves hiking 
and just being silly with her daughters Hazel (10) and Sherrie (8), both enthusiastic students at 
Abraham Ratner Torah School. 



 
Evan Ziegler (Secretary) 
Evan Ziegler has been a member of Tifereth Israel since 1979. Evan was an active 
member of USY and graduated from the San Diego Hebrew High School. He 
currently serves on the TIS Board of Directors and attends the morning minyan on 
a weekly basis. 
 
Evan and his wife Diane have two wonderful children, Sam and Maya. Both kids 
attended the Silverman Preschool and graduated from the Abraham Ratner Torah 

School. Maya currently attends Community Jewish High and is active in USY. 
 
Evan and his family enjoy traveling around the world exploring new destinations and cultures. They 
are also avid San Diego Padre and SDSU Aztec basketball fans. 
 
 

Dr. Seth Krosner (Immediate Past President) 
Seth Krosner works as a trauma surgeon at Scripp’s Mercy Hospital, where he is 
also active in the surgical critical care department. He moved to San Diego in 
1998, and has been a member of TIS ever since. He joined the Board of 
Directors in 2005, is the Immediate Past President and, has served as Education, 
Programming, and Executive Vice Presidents. Other Jewish activities in San Diego 
include the Agency for Jewish Education (past president), J pride (past chairman), 

Center for Jewish Culture (President), and UJF (mid-level campaign co-chair, 2009). He chaired the 
San Diego contingent (the nation’s largest!) for the national UJF LGBTQ mission to Israel. He twice 
served as trip physician for the San Diego contingent of the March of the Living. On the 2004 trip, 
Seth had the opportunity to rescue a holocaust era Torah from Warsaw, which the congregation 
restored, and uses weekly. That scroll has been donated to TIS in honor of Hanna Marx and all of our 
survivors. Seth is a graduate of the Wexner Foundation’s Heritage Program for lay leaders. He lives in 
University Heights with his husband, local actor Phil Johnson. 
 
 

Cristal Ghitman (Director) 
Cristal Ghitman has been a member of Tifereth Israel for the past 17 years. Her 
children, Malachai Aden and Jacob Ezekiel, both attended Silverman Preschool 
and Jacob is currently enrolled in Abraham Ratner Torah School. Cristal is a San 
Diego native, a UCSD graduate, and now works as a National Account Executive 
with Envysion, a managed video and auditing company. When not working or 
studying, the family enjoys camping, traveling, football, gardening, cooking and 
hiking. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Norman Kort (Director) 
Norman was raised in South Africa in an Orthodox Jewish home. He graduated as 
an Electrical Engineer and in 1981 emigrated to San Diego. He worked for Cubic 
Transportation Systems on transit fare collection systems around the world until he 
happily retired in 2015. He is very proud of his two children, a daughter Jessica, 
MBA, married to David, and a son Andrew, BA Environmental Science. He 
married Dr. Annette Feigenbaum in 2007 and in 2011 they moved to Del Cerro 
where they were warmly welcomed by all at Tifereth Israel Synagogue. Norman 

has been a regular participant in services and shul events, has served on the Religious Life Committee 
since 2015, participated in Men’s Club events, stacked chairs, and even helped Annette plate the 
Shabbat cookies. From July 2016 to date he served as a Board member and on Tifereth Israel's 
Finance Committee and the Rabbinic Search Committee. He served as Secretary on the 2017-2018 
Executive board and looks forward to contributing even more to the growth and success of this 
wonderful community and congregation as a Director.  
 
 

Larry Krantz (Director) 
Larry has been a member of Tifereth Israel synagogue since 1988. He is married 
to wife Kathy and they have 3 children and 4 grandsons. Larry is the owner of Am 
Israel Mortuary. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gail Leiman (Director) 
Gail, a longtime member of Tifereth Israel Synagogue and, is a former school 
teacher who works with her husband, Neil, at Leiman and Associates tax 
preparation in San Diego. Two of Gail's precious granddaughters attend Silverman 
Preschool, and a grandson attends Abraham Ratner Torah School. 
 
 

 
Susan Levy (Director) 
Susan Levy has been a member of Tifereth Israel since 1976 when her daughter, 
Amy, was born. Susan has served on the Board of Directors in the past 10 years 
and is the piano player and leader of the Shir Chadash,band which delights our 
congregants monthly. Susan is also the co-writer and director of the annual 
Purimshpiel, which has garnered rave reviews over the years! Susan is currently 
the Principal of Pershing Middle School in San Carlos. She is extremely proud of 
her daughter and son-law, Amy and Shawn Stanley, and adores her grandchildren 

Charlie and Sophia. Daughter Amy and sons Michael and Barry Levy attended Silverman Preschool 
and Abraham Ranter Torah School. Susan is looking forward to serving on the Board of Directors and 
continuing the great traditions of Tifereth Israel Synagogue. 
 



 
Bram Rubinstein (Director) 
Bram, a recently retired pharmacist, is a longtime member of Tifereth Israel and a 
regular at the daily Minyan who is known for his New York-style coffee served at 
breakfast. Bram and his beautiful wife, Rochelle, have two grown children. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ira Sherbak (Director) 
Ira Sherbak has been a member of TIS along with her husband Alexander (Sasha) 
and her three daughters since 1997. Youngest daughter Ella is in Kitah Hay, while 
Estie and Arielle are both away in college. Ira is a former Torah school teacher, 
and served as Director of the Ratner Torah School from 2007 to 2010. Ira left the 
former Soviet Union with her family as a teen, and lived in Israel until she moved 
to San Diego in 1997.   
 
 

 
 

Jenny Winkler (Director) 
Jenny Winkler did her undergraduate work at Northwestern University, has a 
Masters in Public Health from the University of Washington and a Ph.D in Public 
Health from the University of Arizona. She currently serves as the Interim Director 
for Restorative Justice at the National Conflict Resolution Center. She and her 
husband Eyal Oren joined TIS with their sons Jacob and Ari about three years 
ago. Jacob is in Kitah Hay, and Ari is in Kitah Gimmel. In addition to working as a 

professional in the non-profit world, Jennie has served on other non-profit boards in the past. 
 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 
 

We would also like to take this opportunity to extend our deepest gratitude to Jerry 
Hermes, who has served as President, Immediate Past President, acting Executive 
Director (twice!), and in numerous other capacities at our synagogue. He has asked 
to take a well-deserved rest, and will be replaced by Seth Krosner as Immediate 
Past President for the one year remaining in David Ogul’s presidency. It is 
impossible to do justice to all that Jerry has accomplished and all his hard work on 
behalf of Tifereth Israel Synagogue. Please join us in thanking Jerry! 
 


